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Changing Ourselves to Help Others

“To the Jews | became like a Jew, to win the J&wshose under the law | became like one undelatie . . so
as to win those under the law. To those not hathedaw | became like one not having the lawsa as to win
those not having the law. To the weak | becamé&weavin the weak. | have become all things toredh so that
by all possible means | might save some. | dthalfor the sake of the gospel, that | may sharisi

blessings.” (1 Corinthians 9:20-23).

I think it is safe to say that change always cassess — there is always some tension. Sometiraegant the
change and gladly deal with the stress, as wherpaoeple get married. Sometimes the change is almome and
the stress is a burden — we lose our job, ourlnealta loved one. There is comfort and less Stndeen things
stay the same, but without change we do not giiliat do you think about change? Do you like itBeBit
scare you? Perhaps that depends on the change.

Let me tell you what | think. Sometimes change dioght terrifies me. I've been through enough cjeaim my
life to know how stressful and even painful it d@n But God has also made me mature in many iiagagh
that change.

I am convinced that the Apostle Paul felt the sarag. As a Pharisee he saw Christianity as an wone
change and he fought hard against it. Yet, onsaslJeame to this earth, the ceremonial laws tleadélws
followed so religiously were no longer needed. yrheeded to change. Through great pain and stess,
created a change in Paul.

Now Paul was willing to make changes in himseMvio others for Christ. He was willing to adapthe culture
of others so that he could tell others that Jesalsesius right with God. Just think what would hasppened if
he didn't — the Jews would have kept Christiamtthemselves, and we would not be a part of thecthuwhat if
those Greeks and Romans with whom Paul shareddbpebdidn't eventually share the Gospel with those
northern Europe, or those in northern Europe dih@re the Gospel with people in America? Agaiewould
not be a part of the church. We would not haveGbepel. When we look at what a great blessimgta be
children of God, we can say thank you to all thpseple who were willing to reach out to a culturattwas not
there own and say, “Jesus died for you.”

Now God has given us the privilege of being a pathis great chain of passing on the Gospel terstfor whom
Christ died. Of course we want to share the Gosgiblthose around us who share our culture, but s also
brought people from a different culture to Sleegg EThey need to hear the Gospel. As we beconaeeawi the
opportunities we have to reach out to the Hispaoramunity, we may need to change, and that wilkeairess,
but through it we will grow — perhaps in numbergstndefinitely in the maturity of our faith.

En Cristo,
Pastor Draper

St. John’s Mission statement The continuing purpose of this congregation isevs all people in God’s
world with the gospel of Jesus Christ on the $asithe Holy Scriptures.




Church Council Minutes — September 9, 2008

Present: Leo Derkowski, Paul Maasz, Jim
Mielke and Pastor Draper.

Pastor Draper opened the meeting with
devotion and a prayer.

Because of the poor turnout for the meeting it
was agreed that any important motions,
especially those regarding transfers or
membership, be tabled until the next council
meeting in October.

Minutes

Jim Mielke/Leo Derkowski made a motion to
accept the minutes of the August 2008 meeting.
Motion carried.

Pastor’'s Report
No written report.

Treasurer’s Report
Jim Mielke/Leo Derkowski made a motion to
approve the Treasurer’s report. Motion carried.

President’'s Report
No report

Board of Elders

Jim Mielke gave a verbal report. The
communion survey was reviewed. We will
continue with the current communion practice in
the front of the pews on floor level.
Communicants will hold the small wine cups
until Pastor passes with the common cup and
says the words of distribution. A final decision
on communion practice will be made at the next
voters’ meeting.

The result of the voters’ meeting survey indicate
the preference is for voters’ meetings to
continue to be held after service on Sundays

The Hog Roast was successful. Special thanks
to Gary Kuelbs, Matt Steffen and Steve and
Paula Windschitl.

A letter will be sent to those delinquent in
participating in the sacrament of communion.

Principal & Board of Education
No formal report.

Worship Committee
No report.

Maintenance Committee
No report.

Outreach

Pastor Flunker will hold the Hispanic outreach
planning session in coordination with Mission
Sunday in late September.

Stewardship
No report.

Endowment and Trust Fund Committee
No report.

MVL/WELS
MVL — no report

WELS — no report

Old Business

Thrivent matching funds from the Hog Roast can
be used for debt reduction (loans) and will be
applied to that purpose.

New Business
None

The next council meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, October 9, 2008 at 7:30 PM.

Jim Mielke/Leo Derkowski made a motion to
adjourn. Motion carried.

Meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted
Leo Derkowski, Secretary




REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS

Please consider reaching out to our homebound msmligh a phone call, a card, or a visit. It viatighten
their day.

Below is a list of our homebound members. Refetr ¢éten as you consider how to reach out. Therdso a
sign up sheet located in back of the church soavét dniss anyone. An updated list will be includedularly
in the church newsletter.

AT SLEEPY EYE CARE CENTER/COUNTRYSIDE 794-7995; res.’s line -3500

Mr. Elmer Lehnert (H2)

Mrs. Minnie Stockstead (Hall 2)

Mrs. Jean Schulz I(H&

Mr. Robert Sucker (Goyside Apt. # 204) 794-3836
Mr. & Mrs. Roy & Viola Suker (CountrysidepA #206) 794-7708
Mrs. Neoma Schmid (Coysitite Apt. # 109) 76397

SLEEPY EYE: EAST

Mrs. Emilie Netzke 117 Remmele St. SE 794-6514
Mrs. Verna Painter AImmit St. SE 794-6624
Nita Brown 114 6" Ave NE 794-3109

SLEEPY EYE: WEST

Mrs. Carol Eckstein 717 Walnut St. SW 794-6910
Mr. Leonard Lowinske 405 W. Main 794-6818
Esther Pabst 724 Water St. SW 794-6726
Agnes Piotter 416 3% Ave. NW 794-6044
Mrs. Norma Siegmann 200 5tle ASW 9473196
Mrs. Anna Peterman DiviPrevidence #205 4-2%05
OUT OF TOWN

Hanska — Mrs. Elaine Keim Rt. 1, Bk 794-6697
New Ulm - Mrs. Melva Christensen Orchard Hill L.220 Karl Dr #107 233-9617
Mankato — Don Radel N. R&@enior L.C. 2135 Lor Ray Dr. #208
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MLC Auxiliary Day

Martin Luther Ladies Auxiliary exists to supportdarn
enhance student life at MLC by promoting grea
interest in Martin Luther College, promoting Chri
tian fellowship among women of WELS, and supp
ing funds for projects that are not included in t
MLC budget.

The 2008 Annual Ladies Auxiliary Day based on t
theme, "Live With Prayer," will be heM/ednesday,
October 8, 2008in the MLC Chapel Auditorium.
Fellowship andegistration will start at 9:00am in
the Luther Student Center with Opening Devoti
following at 9:30am.

MLC President Mark Zarling will speak to the grou
The attendees will learn about the new programs
MLC, participate in the selection of the new praigeq
for 2008-9, enjoy entertainment from MLC studen
and get to know other supporters for our College
Ministry. Current updates on our chapel construrct
will be presented, as well as other plans for @am-c
pus. A tour and noon luncheon will follow the co
ference.

All women of our congregation are welcome and ¢
couraged to enjoy this event. For further informafi
please contact Paula Windschitl at 794-2310 or
email at paulajwinds@yahoo.com

S utheran Women's
W Missionary Society

FALL RALLY
Saturday, October 4, 2008

St. Peter’'s Ev. Lutheran Church
427 West Mulberry St.
St. Peter, Minnesota

9-10AM Registration & Fellowship
10AM Opening Devotion

Speaker of the Day:Mrs. Julie Luetke
Morning Bible Study: Pastor David Bendix

Contact: Paula Windschitl 794-2310
Childcare provided: St. Peter’s will provide lunch for
children.

Handicap accessible
Website: www.lwms.org

Flowers may be given

* in memory of someone special,
*in honor of a special day, or
* simply to beautify worship

A flower calendar is provided in
the back of church or sign uj
online at www.stjohnsse.com
flowers

%% On your chosen date, you are r
y sponsible for supplying the
flowers, from whatever sourcg
you choose.

Flowers This Week

The Pie Stand at Corn Days was a laugeess,
thanks to all of you who worked and donated abOupiés.
They all sold. $565.20 was made in sales at AlliBark,
after Sleepy Eye Chamber deducted their percentuge,
Thrivent Financial For Lutherans donated $200.08king
a total of $765.20. A check for $382.60 has bemeived
by St. John’s Ladies Aid and St. John’s Youth Group

The Ladies Aid will use the money fheir proj-
ects and the Youth Group plan to use it for nextrser’s
trip. A thank you to St. John’s youth who truckée pies
from the church basement and manned the salesahe t
adults who worked behind the scene.

Mary Ann Trebesch



Greetings,

My name is Kris Bode and I'm the volunteer coordiama
for Box Tops for Education. This year, our goadgaise
$500 for our school.

Box Tops offers three easy ways to earn cash for ou
school through everyday activities such as buynogey-
ies, shopping online and purchasing books.

Clip — Clip Box Top coupons from hundreds of partic
pating products and send them to school. Box Tops
pons are worth 10¢ each when our school redeens the
from Box Tops for Education. Please cut these down
the dotted line and check the expiration date.

Shop — Shop at your favorite online stores throtingh
Box Tops MarketplaceSM (btfe.com/marketplace). tJp
8% of each qualifying purchase is automaticallyated
to our school. There is no additional cost to your-
chase and many exclusive deals and discounts can be
found!

St. Johns PTO is excited to announce that
Schwan’s Fundraising will have a truck at
the parking lot between the City of Sleepy
Eye Building and Uniquely Yours on
November 4, 2008 from noon to 7 p.m

Based on the dollars sold on this day,
Schwan’s will donate a percentage of the
dollars to our organization. Come by and
show your support for St. Johns PTO.

The truck will have over 300 of Schwan’s
quality products to choose from. Simply
come by, place your order from the Schwan'’s
Representative and take your products home
to enjoy! I'm confident you will find
something for every eating occasion, flavor

Buy books — Purchase books online at Barnes & Noble Profile and for any nutritional need.

through the Box Tops Reading RoomSM. Our school
will receive 6% of your new book purchases and 3% o
all other online purchases.

One of the easiest ways you can help is to sigto spip-
port our school at btfe.com. You will learn aboatwnand
easy ways to help our school earn the extra caseits.

Exclusive web benefits:

* See how much our school is earning with Bapd

* Enter online promotions for chances to wimBe
Box Tops

* Print money-saving coupons for your favoitex
Tops brands

* Make mealtime easier with family-pleasingipss

Plus, you can sign up for email newsletters toiveceew
product updates, and Box Tops members-only deals a
discounts at Box Tops MarketplaceSM retail stores.

To learn more, visit btfe.com—and thanks for chogsi
to make a difference for our school with Box Tops!

Sincerely,

Kris Bode
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PRINCIPAL'S ARTICLE
ST. JOHN'S LES

The first quarter of the 2008-2009 school yeal gl more than half way completed by time you have
read this article. This school year is well undeyvand many activities have already taken placty many
more still to come. Here are a number of the dwts/that have been completed at St. John's swecgtarted
the school year on August 26. The first quartession project chosen is “Friends of China”, It was
introduced to the student body with a CD showinmedhe activities, people, and places that aretaopéhis
program. The students in grades 6,7,and 8, visite®leepy Eye Care Center in September, andglapgo
with the residents. Students in grades K-2 will/ls#ting the Care Center this month. The volldyteam has
participated in a tournament in Redwood Falls, laal played conference games against Fairfax, Retiwoo
Falls, St. James, and Belle Plaine. The teampldll a few more games before the season endingreode
tournament at MVL on October 11.

The “Spirit and Pride” program enabdtddents, parents, faculty, and staff the oppantuaiorder
Warrior apparel to be worn to school, games, ahdraichool activities. The students have also theid eye
and ear exams with the Brown County Nurses. Thddbin's PTO held their first meeting of the schyaalr.
They have set up the fund raisers for the yeargwead the school “wish list” making plans to pursadhe
items listed, and have given input on future megtiand presentations which the group will be a giart
School pictures were taken of the students andtfacembers. A number of package choices werdablai
to parents for purchase.

Student art projects are being disglaa®und school and in the church basement. Tairgmwill
have its first days of no school, as the studeritdrewe off Friday, October 10, and then the Miso&
Teachers' Convention will be held on October 167&<b there will be no school for students on traeses.
The faculty will be involved in a couple of firsitdaand CPR training sessions this month. Fin#filg,last
Friday of October brings with it the end of thesfiquarter. This will also be an early releasefdayhe
students.

The school year is off to a great stdithe faculty and student body is looking forw#mdhe remainder
of the school year and the many other school rlatgivities yet to come.

ST. JOHN'S LES WISH LIST (2008-2009)

PK/K
: Grades 3-5
Cassette Player for Playing Books on Tape $130.00
Rest Mats $1¥3.00 eachy g pe $ Hymnal Supplements $15.00 each
Book Shelf for Younger Children $300.00 Novels for Reading Class $40.00/set
Apples to Apples Jr. Game $20.00
Grades 1+2 Grades 6-8
Legos _ Prizes & Cards for Pick Box $150.00
DVD's (Library Video Company)
-The Culture of Mexico $30.00 School
-Famlllles of thna $3Q.OQ _ Religious Prints for Classrooms/Halls
-Reading Rainbow: Digging Up Dinosaurs $30.00 $50-$200 each
-All About Muscles & Bones $30.00 Smartboards for Classrooms $4000 each
Assorted Seasonal Stickers $35.00 Projectors for Classrooms $400.00 each

Puzzle Art $18.00 Scanner for Office $400.00



Here we are, at the beginning of a selool year!
As | was looking through what we will be doing ichsol
for the upcoming month of October, | came across
memory treasure John 14:19b- “Because | live, ylso &
will live.” This really sums up the most importapart of
school in my mind, especially now at the beginnifighe
year. In my classroom this year, | have many nevedal
know some things about some of these studentdrudutl
have much more to learn about each of them, i
ultimately, only the Lord knows the impact His Wod
having on these precious souls. | could talk alsmlid
facts, what | have learned of these children, numlod
students, etc. However, none of that matters. Thly d
thing that matters is that these students are ilggreach
and every day, that their Lord and Savior has asagsfor
them, “because I live, you also will live.”-John:18b

P September has been a moi
ey

of learning for my classroom, mog
especially, learning about each othg
We have gotten used to our classrog
routine and are now beginning to gg
more into the swing of things, as w|
take what we know and build on it
Routine is a comforting thing for al
people, and that is certainly n
exception for Preschool and Kindergarten. A famili
comforting environment is a place where much lesn
can occur!

This month, some of the many thingadérgarten
and Preschool are learning about include: our lspcer
five sense, our emotions, our needs, how to getgalath
each other, and how to share and help each ot
Preschool learns all of these things with our “eett
People.” This month's letter people are Mr. M, MsMr.
B, Ms. K, and Mr. D. We are also working quite & dan
our fine motor muscles this month, practicing g
drawing, and cutting. Kindergarten is also workomg our
sorting and graphing skills in math class, as vesllthe
letters T, P, A, N and M in Phonics and Handwritikige
are learning that Kindergarten is just a little l@trder than
Preschool, but sometimes, you get to do more fimgsh
too! Like, one of the most favorite times of theekedor
Kindergarten... computer class with Mrs. Draper!

Going back to the most important thweg are
learning in school, “because 1 live, you also w
live” (John 14:19b), remember these words as you
through your routine and maybe not so routine litrgs
month. Stop and take time to thank God for the ghan
seasons, the awesome views, His miracles all arosnd
and especially for the most amazing blessing ekis,
grace in sending Christ Jesus as our Savior!

God has given us another new school year aheashto |
and grow in faith.

First graders are making new friends and enjoyengrig
a desk of their own.

Second graders are dusting off the summer cobwgbs o
their Reading and Math.

In our Christ-Light Bible lessons we will be studgithe
New Testament this year.

We will see the fulfilment of God’'s promises toshi
people in our Savior Jesus as we follow his mipisind
suffering, death and resurrection.

Our biggest excitement this year in our room is oew
Smartboard!

This interactive learning tool has virtually unlied
possibilities for enhancing lessons and makingniegr
more engaging and memorable. The little ones ast fa
becoming pros at using this technology!

In Social Studies this month we are learning alimw
children live in Mexico. We are learning to count
Spanish as well as name colors.

Calendar Time and Poetry Time are favorite tinfethe

day that help us keep some of our Math and Language
skills sharp. We are counting by odd and even rarmb
graphing our weather, practicing patterning enjgyin
sharing some silly poems and more!

Please keep us and all the school children andhéesan
your prayers this year that we will grow both in
knowledge and faith.

We have only just begun our year but walking hamd i
hand with our Savior assures us it will be a wohder
journey!




In honor of World Food Day on October 16, we woliké to present £HALLENGE to you and your employees.

The food and resources at the Sleepy Eye Area Bbetf have depleted and they need the communiglfs to replenish their
shelves for the upcoming winter.

Here is our challenge to you:
For every employee in your business, we ask thatyal/or your employees
donate one pound of food to the Food Shelf, ontbaetary equivalent of one

pound.

Food and money can be dropped off at the Chamlfiee dfeginning today and
running through October 15.

There is roughly 2000 employees working for our i@bar members. There-
fore, our goal is to collect 2000 pounds of food.

Let's show the community that we support each oithénis time of need.

PLEASE BE GENEROUS & ACCEPT OUR CHALLENGE!




As the end of

September approaches, | a

reminded of all the blessing

the Lord has already given t

our class this year. We kicke

off the new school year in 3

new classroom, with a new

teacher, and eleven brilliant brains ready to leg

Now with a month under our belts, | think it is sa

to say that we are settling in and we can be pesi
that it will be a great year!

In Christ Light, we are in the New Tasent
this year. So far we have studied up to Jeg
temptation. This is easily my favorite class baeal
there is nothing more awesome than to see f{
grow. Another great enjoyment of the day is 0
Literature classes. We have finished our firstaieV
already and are involved with some really fun or

Hosanna Circle is looking for a fel-
lowship project that we could do to
reach out to our congregation and
perhaps our community. If you have
any ideas, please contact Pam
Dittbenner or Connie Trebesch or
come to our next meeting on Thurs-
day, October 2nd at 7:00 p.m. in the church basemen

We extend an invitation to the women of all ages in
our congregation to come, experience the wonderful
fellowship and joy of sharing the Lord's word wiik.

We meet once a month, usually the first Thursday at
7:00 p.m., even if you can't come every time, but
would like to join us occasionally, please feelefrt®

do so.

Have a Christ filled October and many blessings to
you and your families.

Your Sisters in Christ,

Pam Dittbenner and Connie Trebesch.

right now. As a class, we are also reading The T
of Despereauxor fun. That book will be fun to
compare when its movie comes out later this year!

Ladies Aid

We also have already had a class oufirige
Sleepy Eye Chamber of Commerce had “Safety D
and our class attended the event. We are all
knowledgeable now about all different kinds
safety. Future trips are in the horizon, and t
students are eager to go on more!

Feel free to visit our class at anyeimWe
would love to share our learning with you!

Hosanna Circle

We had our joint Ladies Aid and Hosanna Cirg
Meeting on Thursday, September 4th. Pastor led
in devotion.

We had much discussion about purchasing/mak
new banners for church to replace our current ag
ones. Connie Trebesch and Paula Windschitl h
volunteered to help with this project and we akio
ing for a committee to take it on. If you have side
and talent to help with this project, please cant
Connie.or Paula.

The Ladies Aid held their monthly maeeti
Thursday, September 4 at 7:00PM. It was a joint
meeting with the Hosanna Circle.

Pastor Draper’s devotion was from thekbof
Job, the first five verses.

The pie sale at Corn Days was a sutcéss
Big “Thank You” to all who donated pies, the Youth
Group, and all the workers who helped set up and ma
the stand. Thrivent matched $200.00 of the totat p
ceeds. The Ladies Aid and Youth Group both re-
ceived $382.60.

The Fall Rally of the LWMS will be he#d St.
Peter Lutheran Church in St. Peter, MN on October
4th.

The annual meeting of the MLC Auxiliamll
be at the College Chapel at MLC on October 8th.

The Ladies Aid will serve cake and azeam
at the Care Center on Thursday, October 9th.

Block 4 will be serving for the Missidresti-
val Pot-luck on September 28th.

Our next meeting will be held on Wedies
October 1st @ 2:00PM. Come join us.

Marilyn Deibele, Secretary



Math: The 7th graders write, “We have been reviewi
fractions mostly and number lines. We also havenb
multiplying and adding fractions and working witcip-
rocals.”

The 8th graders state, “In math wetsthwith
simple review lessons such as multiplication, roongd
and powers of ten. Today we reviewed turning foest
into decimals and rounding repeaters. Our lesswas
usually a mixed assortment of review problems véth
few new problems. Overall we are just gettingtethf

Spelling: The 6th graders have been learning about (
ting letters in correct order, short words withasid ie.
This week they are learning about vowel soundsula r
and view. They state, “When we did the ei and éerer
member this phrase, i before e except after c.

The 7th graders have been working wibable
constants and also just learned about i beforecepaf-
ter c rule. They have just begun unit 4.

The 8th graders have been working @rde
with double consonants like embarrassment, trespasis
cancellation. They also learned about words with
graphs including adventurous, efficient, and pastu
They state, “The digraphs to and ti sound like slnaad-
venturous.”

World History: The 5th & 6th grade students have be
learning about skulls and cavemen. They learnativile

are all homosapians and that our name means “v
man.” They also learned about archeology and geo

phy.

Geography: 7th graders have been studying how diffe
ent places have different climates, features, ad they
adapt to it. This week they are learning aboutirenv
ment, people, and cultures.

U.S. History: The 7th & 8th grade students commer
“We started off the year learning about life attee Civil
War. We just completed reports and maps aboulNtie
tive American Tribes. We are now going on to tise of
industry because of the growing railroad systems.

Literature: “The Bronze Bow” is the book the students in
literature class are reading. It's about a Hebipew name
Daniel who ran away from home and worked for a guy
named Rosh, who hates the Romans. He found ayfamil
friend named Joel, and with his sister Thacia timage a
vow to defeat the Romans.

Science: Science class includes studying their skeletons,
muscles, skin, and the digestive system.

Art:  In the past weeks the students have been doieg th
different projects; Line Movement, Autumn Leavesda
Leaf Print. Line movement is done by cutting acpief
colored paper and gluing the two sides to a shiepaper
to make a mirrored effect. Autumn leaves was atpdi
tree and colored in leaves. Finally in leaf pritkey made
stamps out of leaves and made an inkpad out of patha
sponge and then printed the leaves on paper.

Current Events: This year the students are going through
the drug prevention book put out by the Sleepy Eghce
Department. Recently the students have made davgp-
tion poster which can be viewed in the church basgm

Phy Ed: In Phy Ed the students have been playing flag
football. They describe it, “In flag football wale a belt
and flags are velcroed to the belt. We put théedrelund
our waist and then we play. We have two teamsl god
blue. When someone on the offensive team hasathénle
defensive team has to pull the runners flags aise them
in the air. A touchdown is worth 6 points, a safist2
points, and an extra is 1 point.

English: Subjects, predicates, conjunctions and helping
verbs are the subjects of study for English Clakately
they have also reviewed all of the information titay
learned in the first weeks of school.

Hymnology: Recent hymns of study include: “The Doxol-
ogy”, “Abide O Dearest Jesus”, “With the Lord Begin
Your Task”, and “Now the Light has Gone Away” i©at
the students are currently reciting.



