St. John’s Lutheran Church & Scho2?1 Walnut St. S.E.
Sleepy Eye, MN 56085
Church 794-6202 School 794-6200 Pastor 78645
www.stjohnsse.com

JULY 2010 VOLUME 1 NUMBER 7

“Don’t Be Afraid! Cheer Up! It's the Cross!”

Are you suffering? Do you feel like you are cangyia burden that is just too heavy? “Don’t Be Adt&heer Up! It's
the Cross!” is the title of a paper written by féssor Em. Daniel Deutschlander and presentedeatest convention in
one of the districts of our synod. By the wordo%s” Professor Deutschlander is referring to tiegng Christians
endure in this sinful world. This cross is not Ggalinishment, but a tool for driving us back to kisomething we need
constantly. Here are a few precious and comforingds to remember about the suffering we, as @éanis, endure in
this life.

The cross of suffering on the outside and the aquesst anguish on the inside is necessary as arptepafor
the hearing of the gospel and for a clinging togbspel; it is our cross which drives us again again to his
cross. ... Or do we really imagine that the glieg’'t necessary anymore, not in our day and ragen our own
lives? Look around. What do you see? . ..

As we look around us, what do we see? We see awtméped in all sorts of sin and often they aoeighof the
“freedom” they have, not caring about what God sayserning their actions. We are influenced liy world and we
fall into the same sins and sometimes the same.pfaofessor Duetschlander describes the conseegiensin and how
God uses these consequences for our good.

And so the economy is threatened with collapseu$ands lose everything they have saved, evenhbeies.
Drought stalks one part of the land and floods laerotStrange illnesses befall practitioners ofrgfeabehavior.
And so people suffer and people die. The seasarmhsweep away houses, even cities. Fires ragegade
homes and landscapes. Earthquakes shake and teeriigherwise comfortable and confident. And ad a
sundry wonder why. Often the innocent suffer ashrared more than the obviously guilty. And in oumosoul
whether these afflictions visit us or not, and pgdheven more when they do not, the question Viden will it
be my turn so to suffer fully the consequences pkins? Will God abandon me as he seems to havelabead
all these hapless victims of one tragedy aftertar@Where is the God of power and might, of geawemercy?

That preparation for the hearing or the re-heagifitpe gospel can be outward affliction. It camedl be the
quiet inward anguish of the soul. But...whatever auiward circumstance, however troubled or relaxadsoul
may be at the moment, when we come into the preseinGod it is always under the sign of the cross.

“It is always under the sign of the cross.” Whew wuffer under your cross, look to the cross aistland remember he
suffered that cross for you. All our suffering iptsi to that cross.

In Christ who bore the cross for us,
|Pastor Draper

St. John’s Mission statement

The continuing purpose of this congregation isdrve all people in God’s world
with the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis ofHiblg Scriptures.
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Family Bible School

[Registration cards are located at the back of churchl!

All ages are welcome! Bring a friend (what a great fun to witness to loved ones who need to hear
about their Savior)!

[Highlights include:

7 Hearing God's Word (one great way to stay scripturally "in shape" through those long
summer months!),

7 crafting (a HUGE arkl),
7 snacks, games, fellowship,

7 and new this year... Pastor Draper as "Noah"!l

Support your church and school by helping out with this
awesome outreach opportunity! Sign up at the back of church to
volunteer as a teacher or helper! Say prayers of thanksgiving
and praise to our Heavenly Father for providing us with this
AWESOME opportunity to witness to those around us! A list of
[needed craft supplies will be available soon. Any ??'s see Miss
Zastrow.







