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“Don’t Be Afraid! Cheer Up! It’s the Cross!”

Are you suffering?  Do you feel like you are carrying a burden that is just too heavy?  “Don’t Be Afraid! Cheer Up! It’s
the Cross!”  is the title of a paper written by Professor Em. Daniel Deutschlander and presented at a recent convention in
one of the districts of our synod.  By the word “cross” Professor Deutschlander is referring to the suffering Christians
endure in this sinful world. This cross is not God's punishment, but a tool for driving us back to him – something we need
constantly.  Here are a few precious and comforting words to remember about the suffering we, as Christians, endure in
this life.

The cross of suffering on the outside and the consequent anguish on the inside is necessary as a preparation for
the hearing of the gospel and for a clinging to the gospel; it is our cross which drives us again and again to his
cross. . . .  Or do we really imagine that the cross isn’t necessary anymore, not in our day and age, not in our own
lives? Look around. What do you see? . . .

As we look around us, what do we see? We see a world steeped in all sorts of sin and often they are proud of the
“freedom” they have, not caring about what God says concerning their actions.  We are influenced by this world and we
fall into the same sins and sometimes the same pride.  Professor Duetschlander describes the consequences of sin and how
God uses these consequences for our good.

And so the economy is threatened with collapse. Thousands lose everything they have saved, even their homes.
Drought stalks one part of the land and floods another. Strange illnesses befall practitioners of strange behavior.
And so people suffer and people die. The seas roar and sweep away houses, even cities. Fires rage and ravage
homes and landscapes. Earthquakes shake and terrify the otherwise comfortable and confident. And all and
sundry wonder why. Often the innocent suffer as much and more than the obviously guilty. And in our own soul
whether these afflictions visit us or not, and perhaps even more when they do not, the question rises:When will it
be my turn so to suffer fully the consequences of my sins? Will God abandon me as he seems to have abandoned
all these hapless victims of one tragedy after another? Where is the God of power and might, of grace and mercy?

That preparation for the hearing or the re-hearing of the gospel can be outward affliction. It can as well be the
quiet inward anguish of the soul. But…whatever our outward circumstance, however troubled or relaxed our soul
may be at the moment, when we come into the presence of God it is always under the sign of the cross.

“It is always under the sign of the cross.”  When you suffer under your cross, look to the cross of Christ and remember he
suffered that cross for you.  All our suffering points to that cross.

In Christ who bore the cross for us,
Pastor Draper
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St. John’s Mission statement: 

 The continuing purpose of this congregation is to serve all people in God’s world
with the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures.  
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